
Six Questions to Ask  when                       
Simplifying Fractions 

1.  Is the numerator one?   
If yes, the fraction is in its simplest form.   

 
 4                  2 

1                  1 
or 

2.  Is the numerator one less than the denominator?   
If yes, the fraction is in its simplest form.   

 
 8                  2 

7                  1 or 7 is one less 
than 8. 

1 is one less 
than 2. 

3.  Can the denominator be evenly divided by the numerator?   
If yes, divide both the numerator and denominator by the numerator. The 
remaining fraction will be in simplest form.   

 
  9                  3 

3                  1 9 can be evenly divided by 3. 
Divide the numerator and 

denominator by 3. 
= 

4.  Is the fraction made up of a number over its double?  
 If yes, then the simplest form of the fraction is always ½. 

 
 

4                  1 
8                  2 

4 doubled is 8. = 
5.  Are the numbers in the numerator and denominator both even 
numbers? 
If yes, 2 is always a common factor. You can reduce the fraction by 
dividing the numerator and denominator by 2. 

  
 
 

6                  3 
8                  4 

6 and 8 are even 
numbers. 

= ÷ 2 
÷ 2 

6.  Does the numerator and denominator have any common factors?   
If yes, divide the numerator and denominator by their greatest common 
factor. 
 
 
If they have no common factors, then the fraction is in simplest form. 

 
 
 

6                  2 
9                  3 

3 is the GREATEST 
COMMON FACTOR of 6 

and 9. 
=  ÷ 3 

 ÷ 3 
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Terms of Use and Graphics Credit 

© Stephanie Trapp 

Thank you for your download!  I hope the activity provided within is a 
great new resource for your classroom. 

This file and all of its contents are for your own personal or classroom 
use only.  In downloading this file, you agree not to copy, alter, 
reproduce, distribute, create derivative works, or publicly display any 
of its contents, except for your own personal or classroom use.  No part 
of this file may be use for any commercial purposes.  

You may not host this file on your own website.  It is not to be 
transmitted or stored in any form on any other website or electronic 
retrieval system.   

You may share my file with others by directly linking to my blog:  
http://www.primarythemepark.com/2014/10/simplifying-fractions-worksheet-and-
template/  
You may also include pictures of students using this product in a blog 
post if proper credit is given.  You may do this by providing a link to my 
blog as well.   

If you have any questions, please email me at 
primarythemepark@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 
Stephanie Trapp 
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